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The Formation of the East Asian Maritime

Perspective: The Western Ship Sails Eastward

Kai-yang Yao
Abstract

Beginning in the 16th century, ships from Western countries such as Portuguese,
Spanish, Dutch, British arrived eastward for the spice trade. These Westerners'
perspectives on the East Asian seas inevitably differed from those of the original
inhabitants, not only geographically but also culturally, politically, economically, and
religiously. Comparisons and studies of these differences and their underlying causes
are possible. Furthermore, perspectives may have shifted over time with the

accumulation of knowledge, as evidenced by changes in nautical charts.

Only a few Westerners had the opportunity to actually visit East Asia. The vast
majority learned about East Asia indirectly through various media such as artifacts,
travelogues, paintings, maps, and even Oral communication. Their perspectives may
have differed significantly from reality, which is another difference and a topic worthy

of exploration.

In today's highly globalized world, even with advanced media, there are still
significant differences in how different countries and races view each other, let alone

when they first came into contact four hundred years ago.

Keywords: Age of Exploration, East Asian waters, East India Company,

perspective, ship
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The Development, Types, and Applications of
Nautical Charts

Kai-yang Yao
Abstract

Nautical charts are a crucial subject in the study of Western maritime voyages to
the East during the Age of Discovery. Early navigators built upon a foundation of
knowledge rife with legend and conjecture, progressively refining the accuracy of
charts using information gathered from successive voyages; these improved charts
enabled subsequent mariners to navigate correctly and reach their destinations safely.
Consequently, comparing different versions of nautical charts provides a vital basis

for tracing the evolution of navigational knowledge.

Naturally, nautical charts were also closely guarded state secrets that rivals
sought by any means necessary. The Dutch, for instance, initially dispatched spies to
steal chart data from the Portuguese; however, upon discovering numerous errors in
the stolen material, they began conducting their own surveys and mapping. The Dutch
achieved remarkable success in this field, and the foundations of modern nautical
charting can be said to have been established by them in the seventeenth century.
Differences between the charts produced by various nations also reveal their differing

perspectives on the waters of East Asia.

Nautical charts evolved gradually into their modern forms, making their
developmental trajectory a key area of study. Furthermore, there are significant
differences between Eastern and Western chart formats—stemming from divergent
navigational practices—which are also reflected in the distinct ship design
philosophies of the two regions. A comprehensive study of nautical charts must
encompass the entire system, from surveying, drafting, and distribution to usage and

management; these technical aspects of navigation form the core focus of this paper.

Keywords: maps, nautical charts, surveying and mapping, meridians and

parallels, compass rose
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