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Revisiting the Sinking of the Warship Kohei in
Penghu: A Maritime Historical Perspective

Abstract

On December 21, 1895, a warship of the Imperial Japanese Navy, the Kohei, ran
aground and sank near Badao Island in Penghu, resulting in the death of 37 out of 160
crew members. The Kohei was unique in that it was originally commissioned into the
Canton Fleet of the Qing Empire and built by the Foochow Arsenal. After being
captured by the Japanese following its defeat in the First Sino Japanese War, the ship
was refitted and deployed to Taiwan, where it ultimately sank in Penghu. A century
later, it regained attention when Taiwan’s Bureau of Cultural Heritage, under the

Ministry of Culture, listed the shipwreck as an underwater cultural heritage site.

The study of the Kohei should not be limited to the perspective of underwater
cultural heritage alone but must also incorporate perspectives of maritime and naval
history. By continually advancing and updating academic research, we can achieve a
more comprehensive perspective, richer context, and more accurate content regarding
the Kohei. Whether for publications or exhibitions, such research will contribute

significantly to the public education of underwater cultural heritage.

Keywords: The Kohei, Beiyang Fleet, Imperial Japanese Navy, Penghu,

Underwater cultural heritage

24



# 3 3% Maritime Culture Journal

1895 £ 12 21 H > —fEHAVEE AYEME " EP ) (Kohei) FEMZEHHT/\
B BMEHEIUL o fi2 b 160 N 37 ARERE - ARSI EH AR B AR
MI4cek > WEAERHNIECOM - (BEEENEE Al A - BIEREH
ARG S EHEBE > SIMEEE AR KBKESE > Al
T - H2[2010 &7 HEFT/KTERENR - 4 #I0aRry Bk g > REEN
9 H7HZE 10 H 24 HAYK NEHFPSEEFTZEY) (FHFK - 20151 260) -

P ) AVRFIRIEAE R BR R ATE A B RUKED - ZRt R AR NS
IS - T R ) BURETRE 19 EAORARIRVRER SIS - BIBERL
flg SR EERERR - BEEOKAD TR TS ) TR =AML B2 B KER
AVEEE > RERPFEE TENTEL ) WERE - TEN, R 1895 FE2 H
HHEBEE - CGERTRERFREESHLREETE > AN/ EE
B0 - T EAE ) (ERES T (UBE S AEA SIS RESRIEHVER - 1

"EEPNE ) USHTEIEE - BEEML  JRRERE  — A S A 0 TR
SHFFZ /KN UEERE (KT 3CE) BRI REA -

TEA ) SREESHUER > BRERASUEESUEEERTEER/\(E
FibiEs > — - 1 2 — AR - T I (R RERCK T SCERD - JER
P H AT R B R T2 o 11 23R B R A R SRS

B TREEPIM L HINTSE > B R S ALK B A BRI
% M 1895 SEALHHE) R BLK N SCEMBIHEm-SUHERY ) - HAEA R
My RERR (2015) (CBIASEL)AG © REATRRYE 8 ) » BN EkEE H
ASAEE b B EF/K N R LR B E SRR - NSRS E
RG] RAHTE > RBEEARAOK T CE G HELE—ENVIEmDIR - WETHL
HY 7K R B 15 E1 B A RAE YR -

ASCREGRIESL ~ RGN ~ BMESE S T HARE e " B I
QB 2B 0RR T BABF B EBREIFEZE - @B ~ J0FR/KATE
RPEIE R AN - B PIGE S ~ BHBCH: - BIRERAHBERSC
BR > AR AV A R T PR AU SERES - I HERITRR 1K
B2 EEHMAERER - DL TEAE, AIESEE - EEEiERrR
A e

25



# 3 3% Maritime Culture Journal

S RF R A

1. BRI

CREF ) R TR - E RS BRI
%o Wk EAE  CEES AR - A AR LA
S -

ERIHIK T O R AP A i, (warship)  fRAESZ(LH (L
R (nd-a) TEISCEEEHL I A 7R -

RPAERFH KTl ot Wbz - 0 5 - 407 4y o e B
AT A EoEPRTe R B F oy HENRR 4 E o
vl o

EEANEERTE (BB - BRSNS R ES) ¢
BB SR RER I @R st il AT Ry 2 - o # 5 -

TR S Y LT T I e Sy SRRt
FRh A EFY U o (2 H ﬁ » 2015 : 246)

T TEAG  RRESRAN Y - (S EME SRR EER - IE T RE R
st TERAG ) SRR I SEGE - T BN ) BRSBTS T A
AL AER T AREROEE HE TR, 2R T AEDERE 0
SEHSC > PEI5HY “cruiser” FRFCHSCHE TR IUELRERITR B B
W TECEDYNE ) DB SRS T REIR A T - g 0 B
FERGAISRIE S UIRIGEIRE - B R fEAUB AT - B TR ) 454
I~ 1895 4 » AN HEHRBEFH A B -

Afpth (1861-7 ) 1918 FFfrE (Vg HEL - MERGER) T

"REEPNIEME ) AVRERE (SRR ~ AR - EREHE - TR - TRFIER > 1982 ¢

182) » (HiEME AN HENE - T JRME , &5 TR EEAVER - B2 R
THEZNE 0 BPEIRE - RBAREREER B INEEA KRR S
BRI RBUENE - ek R T AR S R AL T BRI
BT - SRl T AN ) SRR o T A MR T ORI A
it HERRIERZMEN 2 - i TR AEETIEA R
+  THEMESRHE S AEGT (AE 1) - S8 KIS A N PR 2 Y AR
AEEA (PR > 2009 : 259) -

26



# 3 2% Maritime Culture Journal

"N AR A ARSI B R R - AETIRES TOK
B ) OB ALL > 1995 1 165-166) « ZUERH S T/KE | B TKE | 248
—HEERPE > B3 TOKE ) 2 T RADKE ) AR o et T RE L P Tk
B AEHSCHE T HRIHOKEE o R TS o T OKE T ) AT R L DL
B R E TR -

= %

L EERED Ry " EPIME )RR SRR B F AR
Fig 1. The white box marks the distinctive “turtle-back” bow deck of the Kohei
BRPOR - e tEER (nd.-a)
A —EH YR " BN RO - ACATRERIRER T s, 69
B OREREAAR DB BT =FR08E ) RA - (HieAks— R T
fii s CBASL > 1995 :97) - diY TN, A H A BHERER PRI E A 9
& A - e - (HAEME RIS R DRI A > AR R SRS i RZ I K
Ve T B RSB TR Sy RO R > TR
"R B TRE ) HHAANKEREAEERD (R 0 1895a) o
EAEEXE RS TER, @A T EHE ) - SRR a A DAl
HAREREAEE AL, TR ) B0 TREfE ) 6970 - RIBETE =
£ (1890) 8 H 13 HigHEAAMHY CHHEMAFERRE]) - BT —E, (A
IR ERRE JIUMERE) ~ T35 ) OKEIE) "5 =1, (fEgE 1k

RRFINURHEBSAVRERE ) ~ T 280URE , CRERRAL -~ Hft ~ /N TSI, (B
27



# 3 3% Maritime Culture Journal

AL ~ BRI 2R BRI GRAGE - 1995 97) -

= TP JUATUE (Bha L 4 (1896)) 3 H 29 0 A H
CREREALYEDT) 253 1 SUDBAY SR 5 | (MR
IR - T R | (AR FRERFT (LR TR T KE
) (SEPILLGEF A B E TSR ) » TR ) BN - /M
%) GRAKE > 19951 97)-

S THRA= =4 (1900) 6 H 22 HIBEAAT (BALERIE) » 55
CEE (BTSSR TOSS R TASE R T %
A - KEEHE  BREM) - KSR, OKERE T 5005 - JBKE) - T E
- R - TR - RN, CBA HE o 1995:97) - 1

DL EL A AR By R TG o AT TR B KO
) R E 75 -

AAREBAEIE = ELNIIS RS e UE G
THER | DURRIEE - JORECARE Y TR, YOCRRIE BT 0
R AEMENTREL 7 “Torpedo Cruiser” (HI T SERHAME ) MRAH
SHETRA > RIS T REPIAE Torpedo Cruiser Kohei | AT » #A7

S -

2. BAEHVEREGEEETE

"RERE | IS ER W SRR (1837-1909) 5 fRIBEALE
INREEU =RV R AATE 2
...... AEFzZ 1 o ZFABRES L AFEFEA )%'3,‘%"557\

/B:’ ’ﬁi%"’i"f\'ﬁm,%’i’}érﬁ;“ %{9:—4‘-\]:?]“7‘”%4 ?;\'}j»“é;i

T AfR A R PR AT HE-F- T
BE e MBEREF 27 L Bt 414 o 4o 2 s
Vg o BT AR R - A TR S 2 By R

" HAEEER R AT A KEERE o TR T BRIRHE S 0 1900 £F (REAEISUHIERAE ) AR 4N
A > Frble Aiseizis B - RART A -

28



# 3 3% Maritime Culture Journal

BEEFE P o 20 e e R S iyt (R L p RGTRE
TacfEmzd todr i d o LR Pk B ¢

FeBBEEsm - FF s YRR
Bpa s AL FCAR A o (FLELR 0 1955 1 147-148)

e BB IR EF = AR - RZENRETHEA A FEHFR - ArAGAE
BPEYRE o ROFFETERTAAMEIUE » ohlant s TER - TEZCTE
N~ TEET o WA R Zetd MU » a2k TRERE ) S o Hrp TERBEER
SEEAG  BLE TEE o EIE MRS EEAVE N TS P (IEECE
28 5%) o T BEAME | 2B BB ERET A - FrDAEE TR CREISR T
B T (AE 2) =REd0YEE R o AHEBUERE RS B RS 4 B EEL K
FOECDKRE > HsesE A+ a4 (om) DK =BELE F 7250 T BEFE

"L ) HURGTE SR LSRR E MR e - Bt ER AR
PR Byt 2 FiTHY 1882 AR5k i (A 2= (R ER #28Me (Vulcan ) ST =f A EEWE » dnt4

"ERRE TR TP o 1884 A XA R = FE(14F R (Elbing Schichau )
EliE)\MEfEENE  anta TR T MR TR TERGCTEE TS
52 CTEHE CTEHER (B> 2009 1 190) -

bR TR FraliRE AEREA RERE (1823-1901) » B2 EIF5ElE
RS DU - BRI EY0HEEE B AESEN RS - LIS HAER
AR TNETEER o B EgE—E EER A RIEAEDSE R ETHAEY
TR | BR o BITRE - DAL - VBRE - BB ERa AR -

"REME ) PSR THEY)

Re adigaufdiz+ 23 - L M4EFvind 3y &4
A G T EEPH R dod - By RFSESEH  REE R S B b T 3 st
B AR P EEAAAEIIFEN DT - R TR A RO
FREATA T g T e BARAT L AR E o L
L oumipig- B ReaB gy S0 7 T ohd 20 R K
F- L2 MBS SAFTERE o AT ERDEFONER
EoRe st W 4l? > 2 T 47 B enfii) o 215k 4 ah

4.5 5

‘T\
IR

T ohess ZIE Lo fole PR AR 5 B T Bl

P TELS ) WIE = TET ) REBERTTHAE N e A - R HAEUS BT 0 &
TR

29



H# X 3% Maritime Culture Journal

S BE R H o (PR > 2009 : 258)

ERFEERTR A E B E BT /KEEEOK TR » SOV KI5 E
PINEE > BrT TS BFETEEELERY T EURsk | EEEEERY TR
RESHELIEERME - (HEERST WA EEREE RS2
At 0 M HIR/KE R ERDUETE » PRI e sk B S B HOCE A F AR b T ey
= o

AERNTERSEAE  ATENHEA B (BOKEERE - (HENF
FAENETERE  HinASETE 400 m » FBHSEEA 150 m - [fj HEENEA
TG HEEEARAHE > BHEEIRK > FrDVARSEIT GRS > (HiEgiE e
R RBESEAAERE P s K 2B T EHEN R
% » AJREEE AR KR EL A B - AR —RERSEAVRLERER - B0
BRHRE S LR R Rz s (B8 TR AR ) BREARERE » EERMARE
%& o

BRESHN TR > BTSN R AN E o SRR
PRt dkan - MM AWy NN RIAEIE f T ST TIEEL > T N E
-~ EEEAE - T AR ) SEmdt T A A AR - FUETIEEEE
EREVEREE - RAERAN S EZIEN AT - H TEASH ) S THEERAIR
B8 ARG aERZEIEAN > KiEE - &R AERTEER) -

HEAER A ERHAGE  ZEEEAIEERIVELE - 189542 H 4 H—(F
REGRAEE - " EiEl | #RABBEEANNHE "F98, AERmEE
BiiRRK > e REETER > TTRBEAR -

30



# 3 3% Maritime Culture Journal
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Fig 2. The Kuang Yi class torpedo cruiser built by the Foochow Arsenal
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Fig 5. The Kohei upon arrival at Kure after capture. She is still in her original

Victorian-style paint scheme

& 2 - SHEESEEES (nd-a)

6.1895 £ 5 H 15 HHIEHY " EHNE | ZBIEE N8 Fig 6. The Kohei leaving
the dry dock on May 15, 1895. It is now sporting a new paint scheme &} E © 4k
Bl (2019 : 220)
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